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"ACTS XX. 24. latter Fat. 


: i; Miniſtry which I bave reteived 5 


the Loxp Jesvs, 70 13 the Pes f 
the Grace of GOD. 


theſe Words we may oblares two Things, 


ie viz.1.Of whom theApoſtle Paul received hisMi- 

AS niſtry 3 of the Lord Feſus, He was immediately | * I 

AL qualified for, and called unto it by Chriſt, This 7.69 | ih 
he here takes particular Notice of; and elſe- _ ö 
equently ſpeaks of. He tells us,+ that he was anApoſile, 


uf Men, neither by Manybut by Jeſus Chrift, and God the Father ; 


and that, || when it pleaſed Gad to reveal his Son in him, that be 75 
might preach him, he went not up to Feruſalem to them which were A- 
poſtles before him, to receive Inſtruction or Authority from them, DE „ * 
but froittvay preached Chriſt. 4 And he ſpeaks of this his im- \ i 
mediate Call to the Goſpel-Miniſtry by Chriſt with Thankful- ", 3/8 
e it: nene _— _—— ©. 


hath 
+ Ga, ij. 1. lven 15 16, 17. 2: AQ, ix. 20, PRES 
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| II. It is the Raue and 


Coſpel Once to * le "4 


UP 


8 & 
Ss. #-, 


{; hath nale, or. that br enwtted we foil, Nei me. int OL 
Minifiry, * Chriſt furniſhed him for it, ſtrengthned him to it, 
and gave him his Charge in it. Thoſe, Wh enter ũpon che 


Miniſtry, ſhould rective it of the Lord Jeſus.” They mould 
ſee and own his Grace, in qualifying them for it, and diſpoſing 


their Hearts th it, and his Prouidence in opeping, them a Door 
into it: and fo receiving it from Chriſt; they ſhould go on in 


it in his Name and strength, and ſerve Wy Intereſts of his 


Kingdom. Which brings we. to obſerve, in the 


2d Place, The cial Work he was to do in the Miniſtry ; 46 
teſtify the Goſpel of e Grace of God l. e to preach the Grace of 
Cad revealed in the Goſpel : to explain, aſſert, bear witneſs to, 
and recommend it to Men, wherever he preached the Goſpel. I 
This he ſpeaks of as that which was given him in ſpecial > 
Charge, even the Diſpenſation of the Grace of Gad. t That, 
which was the ſpecial Work of this great Apoſtle and Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, is to be the s Work of all other ar”: 


tuoceed him! in the Miniſtry, | 


\ Phe A c gd beten ws is this 3- 


That it is the Duty of all CunteT's Miniſters to preach, and g i 


10 Men, = Goſpel of the GRACE . GOD. 


Here are two Propoſitions : 


| I. The Goſpel is the Revelation i the Grace 16 Guli Tm ben. 3 


n 


_ preach ang teſtify the 2 race if 005 revealed in the Goſpel. 


Prop. I, The Goſpel j is the Revelation 1 the Grace 7 God in 


Jun CHRIST. 


Ie iS the Rorelation of God's gracious e We 
Merey, free Favour and Good-will towards ſinful, fallen, pe- 
riſhing Man, in order to fave him by Jeſus Chriſt. This, in 


ſhort, is what J here take to be godly b by the 
7 Tim. © i. 12. t ern. ji, . 


veer vr r S rende 


r. s 1 re ts: 


Grace 


2 


SS. 


. Chriſtian Miniſter, 


Grace of God 4 not to exclude the Work of his Spixi | 
Hearts, And I eall the Goſpel the Revelation of this G 
God, becauſe we hays 


e not the leaſt Diſcovery of it any where 
bu in the Goſpel.— {he Works of Creation manifeſt that which 
may be known of GA by the Light of Reaſon, even. big eter 
nal Power and Gadbrad. - he Works of Providence manifeſt his 
Power, Wiſdom, ,( eſs, and Juſtice ; and fo doth 1 
Law of Gd : but it is only in the Goſpel that the Good-w 
and Mercy of God toward ſinning Man is revealed, For 
Man, having preſumptuouſſ reſſed the divin Its 
under the Curſe of it, and became am Obj | 
ous Anger : but the Goſpel, and that | 
Will of God to Man, and the Way wherein his Grace may 
abound towards us. Wherefore, becauſe this is the only Re- 
velation of the Grace of God, and becauſe it's ſuch a full and 
clear Revelation of it, the Apoſtle in the Text calls it the G 
p of the Grace of God ; and in the Context, ver. 3. the Word of 


. And therein is exhibited t to us the manifold Grace of 


Here let me 85 in me e hovd the Gee of 
God, i. e. his free, ſovereign, unmerited Favour and Pity to- 
wards the undone Children of Men, is diſcovered i in and by 

the Goſpel, and that alone. . 


1. The Goſpel reveals the Grace of God to Mm in previ * 
| ſending a Saviour into the World, That a Saviour is provided 
for apoſtate and ſelf- ruined Man, is evident from the Atteſtati- 
on of the ſacred divine Oracles, which not only ſpeak of a Sa- 
viour as Purpoſed and promiſed, but alſo as come; and tell us, 
who he is, even Jeſus of Nazareth, and why he is called Jeſus, 
even becauſe he ſaves his People from their Sins, and from 
the Wrath to come.--- This glorious Saviour was of God's 
own providing. For ſuch a woful, miſerable Condition was 
Man plunged into by his Apoſtacy from God, that it ſurpaſt 
the Knowledge, not only of Man himſelf, but of all the hea- 
venly created Intelligences, to have found out a Way for his 
Recovery, God's broken Law muſt be ſatisfied, and his — 
8 „„ ͤ jured 


2 . — 9k hae” Gr et cr Ao,” 
<4 — As — EEE. oe - : 


a 4 | Golpel-Grace 70 Ze ng, 


5 jured Honour repaired, or the Sinner inevitably and m 
- periſh under the Weight of the Cuxſe. In this perplex d 
te of Things, God's infinite Wiſdom ſed and con- 
trived an effectual Expedient; and pi wided equa 
Honour of his Law and Juſtice, as for he 
Sumer. Te found a Ranſom for us. N 
of Salvation to us. And this was thp 34 
\ Promiſe, made to our ſinning fin Parents, that th Seu 
of the Wiman ſhould bruife "the Serpent's Had. This 
argues and evinces the Gris of God, that when He 
Was the injure and offended Party, and was able, and 
might juſtly infitHpon the Rebel-Creature the threatne@ 
Penalty, and thereby have ruined, him for ever, he beheld 
him with an Eye of Pity, and had Soundings of Bowels to- | 
wards him ; and was fo merciful and gracious, as, when no 
one elſe cou, to find out a Way for his Releaſe from the de- 
ſerved impending Curſe, and for his Reſtoration to his for- 
feited Happineſs, in the Image and Love of God. How juſtly 
might the holy God have forſaken Man, and left him jn the 
Hand of his own Counſel, to have reap'd the Fruit of his 
own Doings ; ſince he had ſo ungratefully and wickedly for- 
| ſaken and revolted from his Maker! Thus God dealt with 


ſinning Angel: and how ſovereign and glorious was his * 
that he did not ſo with ſinning Man ! 


=% a + a. ..A tt + oa. O20 4 Lact Pd 


The Gra of d ſhines with a moſt admirable Luſtre in 
providing and ſending ſuch a Saviour for Man. The Goſpel 
informs and aſſures us, that this Saviour was none other than 
God's own, eternal, only begotten, and dearly beloved Son, 
who lay in his Boſom from all Eternity, and was the Bright- 
neſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. What 
richer, and more divine Grace could poſſibly be diſcovered to 


Men or Angels! The Goſpel takes ſpecial Notice of this Act 
of God, and attributes it, as well it may, to his unſearehable 


Cove and Grace. God fo loved the World, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
1 have everlaſting Life. And when we further conſider, hat God 
* ON, 5 {:at this Saviour to d and fe, What to ſobmit to and under- 


| | | Joh. in. 16. | | 80 


Kc SATT S A2 


* 


| 955 in order to be a perfect and compleat Saviour, even all the ” 
Meaneſſes and Reproaches of the World, and at laſt to die 1 


with a Senſe of his infinite Hatred of Sin, may it not ju/!ly;and 
- ought it not greath, to enlarge our Idea of, and Wonder at the 


Grace of God thereif ? | This the Goſpel teaches us to conſi- 


were Jet Sinners, Chri/t died for us. + 


formed to the Image of his Son : S or, as it is elſewhere expreſs'd, 


h the Chriſtian Miniſter. 


a eruel and ignominious Death, attended with a Curſe; and 


der as an illuſtrious Inſtance of the Grace of God, willen it BY 
tells us, that God commended his Love Four ds 0 in hay while we | 


Here I might e alſo ** Gras e oy the 8 4 0 will 
ling to engage, upon theſe Terms, in in the Work of Man's Re- 
demption. Ve know the Grace of our Lord Fe ſus Chriſt, that the? + - 
be as rich, yet for our ſakes he became . n that we ow his Pax 
verty, ' might be rich. | 


But, 
2. The Goſpel reveals the Grace of 0% in 6 cterija cleAing 4 
Number of the periſhing Children of Adam, and giving them to 
CurisT, to be redeemed by him.---- That a certain Number of 
the Children of apoſtate Adam were choſen of God from all 
Eternity unto Salvation, is, to me,plainly revealed in the Goſ- 
pel. Hence Chriſt tells us, that tho many. art called, yet 
few are choſen. 4 Theſe Elect of God are called the Sheep f 
Cbriſt, in Contradiſtinction to the reſt of Mankind from among 
whom they were choſen, The Goſpel ſpeaks of the Pufpoſe 
F God according to Election, I and calls thoſe contained in it, hir 
People whom he foretneiu; * which evidently implies ſomething 8 
more in it, than his common Right in them; and general Knows 
lage of them, as in and of all other Men and Creatures It 
plainly intimates ſome ſpecial Propriety in them, and peruliar 
Knowleage of them, different from, and ſuperior to that of any 
other Men: and ſo the Goſpel expreſly aſſures us, when it 
tells us, that whom God did faretnotv, be did predeſiinate th be con 


"= 9 us to the _— 7 Children by 9. Cbriſt 1 
| ' pine 


M: | Row. v. 5 1 2 Cor. viii. 9. 1 Mat. 20. 16. Ich A. 14. 
+ Rom, ix, 1. ** Chap. xl. 2 $ Chap. viil. 29. 


( 6 | Golpd-Grice zo be uftifi'd 


© bimfalf, | Which denotes the higheſt Honour and Happineſs, 

The Goſpel ſpeaks of Believers as choſen of God in Chriſt be- 
OY ar i. e. . ene j. e. 
N ANEy 55 N | 


The Goſpel, which reveals. this bee A of God, in in 
electing a certain Number of the Childten, of Men to Salva- 
tion, attributes it wholly to the free Grace of God. That God 

would take Pity on, or ſhew Mercy to any of the Race of fal- 
| len Man, was meer Grace. For-all being involved in Guilt, 

d become obnoxious toy yea and deſerving of, the Curſe of 
the violated Law, it would have been intirely conſiſtent with 
his Juſtice, as well as acting up to the expreſs Threatning of the 
Law, to have left them all to periſh eternally; as he did the 
whole Number of ſinning Angels, and as he doth Multi- 
tudes of the Children of Men. But that he has elected ſome | 
to everlaſting Life, is an Act of Grace and free Favour, owing 
to his meer good Pleaſure. Nothing without him moved him 
to it, but he would have Mercy, becauſe he would have Mer- 
cy: and becauſe his Grace is his own, and he is Debtor to 
none, | He would have Mercy on wHoM he would have Mercy; 
on what particular Number and what particular Perſons he 

Pleaſed : And therefore thoſe who are afore prepared and or- 
duained unto Glory, are called Veſſels of Mere. 1 


1 was not the Previfie of Faith or good Works or Perſeve- 
ranee in them, which moved God to make thisChoice of any: 
for beſides that this virtually deſtroys the Election of Perſons, 
and ſeems rather an Election of Qualifications, it greatly dimi- 
niſhes, and even wholly nullifies the Grace of God in it, and 
is directly contrary ta the Declarations of the Goſpel, which 
utterly exchude all Works of any Kind from being, any Way 
or under any Conſideration, the moving procuring Cauſe there- 
of. Therefore the Goſpel tells us, that the Purpoſe of God ac- 
cording to Election is not of Works, but of him that calleth; and il 
luſtrates and proves it by the Inſtance of two Children,born of 
the ſame Parents, and at the ſame Birth, that theſe Children 
being Jet unborn, and netther N done any Good or Evil, } and 

| Wn; indeed 
erb. i. 8. Ver. 4 t Rom, ix. 15. Ver 23. + Ver.It, 


not then in any Capacity of doing * + 


the ather hated. And. ſpeaking of a Remant 


of Grace, it's argued, that if by Grace, 
3 ®becauſe Grace & Works are inconſiſt 


aſcribes it wholly. to the ſovereign Grace of God ; telling Vs, 
that they were choſen in Chriſt, and predeflinated to the Aae of 
Children, according to the goodl 2 f his ge fe * of 
| Gary of 5s Grace. 1 E 


As the Goſpel nene ls wc? Ast Love and Grace | 
of God, ſo it withal acquaints us, that God gave theſe bis Ele *  - 
te his eternal Son, to be by him redeemed from that wretched and | 1 


forlorn State, their Sin would involve them in. And for 
this we have the Word of Chriſt himſelf in his ſolemnAddreſs 


; 
; d his Father; He calls them, the Men which thou gaveſt me aut 
\ | of the World, Ii. e. of Mankind; and faith moreover, thine they 
N were, in ſome ſpecial and peculiar Senſe, different from that, in 
» | which all other Men were God's: and thou gave/t them me, as 
; | a Charge to be looked after: and therefore for theſe he is pe- 
e  culiarly*concerned : to them he maniftfted God's Mord, for them he 
5 prayed, and not for the World, and for their ſakes he ſanttified him- 
| felf, * i. e. devoted himſeif to ſuffer and die, that he might 
obtain eternal Redemption for them. Now this evidences the 
* Grace of God, that they were not left in the Hands of re- 
I venging Juſtice, as Multitudes of others were, but put over 
„ | into the Hands of Chriſt to be by him ſaved from their Sins, 
0 i and the Wrath to come. 
ch 3. The Goſpel eb the Gree of God in the effechual * | 
ay 1 F elect Sinners to himſelf. That Multitudes of Mankind 
e- || have not fo much as the external Call of the Goſpel, is as unc 
10 deniable, as it is evident, that there are many Nations of Men 
u. | which are Heathen.— That mam, may I not ſay the nuff, yea 
of by fur the moſt, of thoſe who enjoy the external Call of the 
ren O_o and therein have an Offer of Chrift, and his great 
2 | „ | Salvation 


1 Rom. ix 13. 1 Rom. xi. 5, Ver. 6. E b. i. 4 8. 
11. + Joh. 17. 5. Ver. * 1% . 1 ph 


%. 


3M ( 8 Goſpel Grace to be 7605 ify' 4 ; 


© Salvation made them, and many Arguments uſ with them | 
to accept the Offer, do yet refuſe it, and pay H Mgard to the 
Goſpel-Call, is as evident, as that there are eat Numbers of 
wicked Men, ho live under the Goſpel. And it is as evi- 
dent, that many others, who enjoy the ſame butward Call of the 
Goſpel which they do, are perſwaded to Fomply with it, and 
gladly accept of Chriſt and his Salvation upon the Terms of 
the Goſpel. As many as are enabled to repent of their Sins, 
to renounce their vicious Courſe of Living, to walk in Obe- 
dience to God's Commands, to be holy in all Manner of Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs, and to depend upon Chriſt by Faith 
for Righteouſneſs and Strength, do give ſufficient Proof of their 
effectual Calling. Every truly godly Man is an effectually 
called one. This effectual Calling is the Reſult of God's 
Grace: it flows from Election: for whom he did foreknow, he 
alſo did predyſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son: and 
whom he did prede/tmate, them he alſo called, | And that this Call 
is more than a common one, that it is an effectual and ſaving 
one, is proved by what follows immediately upon it, namely 
their being Jufnfied, and in due time glorified. 


This effectual Calling of Sinners home to God is no Way 
_ owing to their natural Free-will, as if they had, thro' the com- 
mon divine Concurrence, any talk determining Power, to that 
Which is ſpiritually good: for in Men, that is, in their Flih” 
there dwelleth ns good Thing, * no good Diſpoſition, or holy In- 
dlination; their carual Mind is not ſubject to the Law of God, t 
which is holy and ſpiritual; and what is more, neither indeed 
can it be, and that for this/ woful Reaſon, becauſe it is Enmity 
againſt God, This Impotency and Enmity, which are natural 
to all Men, ſhew, that they haye not any innate ſelf-deter- 
mining Power to comply with the Calls of the Goſpel. And 
therefore let Men try all the admired Power and Efficacy of 
their moral Suafion, let them uſe the moſt conyincing Argu- 
ments, and preſs them in the maſt taking Manner, (which 
in worldly Affairs are almoſt always ſucceſsful) let them 
nb the great Arguments of the Goſpel, which muſt be allow- 
ed by all reaſonable Men to be the moſt weighty, affecting and 
cogent, 
| Rem. yiii. 29, 30. . Rom. Wii., 


Pot 4 2 
Þ 3 1 e 8 


F —L—riRTV!̃!!; p ðᷣͤ d . Fans 


dare appeal e to Gon f e ui ent moral Suaſum. 


upon by the Call of the Goſpel, and ſavingiy 


they can do, by them alone, is juſt nothing at all. 
ill riot hearken, they will go on till in their: 
Treſpaſſes; or 


þ any be ſomewhat wrought upon by them, 
(for it is poſſible 


be ſomewhat moved by them, and it is probable they will) yet 
at the fartheſt they ate but alme/? penfuuadud and not favingly' 
called home to God. And that this is in Fact the real Caſe, 1 


cogent, yet 
The Wicked 


7 & 


. ei any 8 are 2 and. effeQually 1 wro't. 


to God, is owing entirely, to the Grace of, God, 
forth his own divine Power, even the exceeding Greatneſs ' of bit 
Pawer, and that too according to the Morting of his mighty Power. 1 
It is not of him that 1willeth;# be hisFreewill ever fo ſelf-determin- | 


6 4 the Oliriftian-Minifter. | by. 9 3 


1 


their natura Paſſions and Affections may”. 


ing, nor of him that runneth; be his own natural Endeavors ever ſo 


vehement; but of God that ſhewethMercy. Even the Elect them- 


ſelves are deaf and diſobedient to the Call of the Goſpel ; none 


of its Arguments convince them; none of its Invitations per- ö 


ſwade them; and tho' they are followed with theſe Calls Vear 


after Vear, they make no ſanctifying Impreſſion on them, till 
God by his Spirit give them an inward and effectual Call: ang 


then they immediately comply; they are willing to forſake 


their Sins, and deſirous to embrace an offered Saviour, upon 
his own Terms. When God by his Spirit gives the Sinner 

this Call, it is the Day of his Power, and makes him willing and 

obedient.---f How rich is the Grace of God in giving the Sin- 


ner this Call ! God might juſtly have left him in his Diſobedi- 


ence, till he had filled up the Meaſure of his Sins, as he;juſtly . 
leaves many others. But that he is called off from the de- 


ſtructive Ways of Sin, into the ſafe and happy Ways of Holi- 
neſs, while others are let alone, is wholly owing to ſovereign ' 


_ divine Grace; and to nothing in himſelf, neither his natural 


good Diſpoſitions, nor his moral Endeavours, But God called. 


us with an holy Calling, not according to our M orks, but according to 


his con Purpeſe and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt, before the. 


4 4 The 
1 Epb. i. 19. + Rom, ix, 16, 4 fal eg, '* Tim. i. 9. 


World began. * 
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1 | Gaſpel Grace io be reflify'd 
4. The Goſpel reveal; the Grace of Gad in the free! 


full Re- : 
{ wmiſfon 67 the Sins of his obeſem and called People, and in the Juſti- .- 8 
| fication of their Patfone.---Forgiveneſs, of ding is not known to 


Men by the meer Light. of Nature. However they may 
have: ſome natural Notions of God's infirite Goodneſs, yet 1 
tis is only while they do he Things that pleaſe him. For» fi 
in Caſe of Sin, they are fully and deeply apprehenſive of his 
Juſtice: and Vengeance. Their Conſcionges accuſe them, + and they 

** their natural Reaſon, the Judgment of God, that they 

Waile Sin, art worthy of Detth.* And therefore Re- : 
morſe'and Horror ſeize upon them, as they did upon Adam, 
wheti he had Arvind. Am knew of no ſuch Thing as For- 
- giverieſs in God; and therefore inſtead of humbling himſelf - 
in the Sight of the Lord, and expreſſing Repentance towards 
God, and imploring his pardoning Mercy, he tas afraid, and 
fled: from God, and hid himſelf. | The Law that he was un- 
der, and had broken, had not the leaſt Intimation of any For- or 
giveneſs in God: nothing but Curſe and Wrath was threat- - 
ned in Caſe of Diſobedience. In the Day that thou eateft there- | 
of,” thou fhalt ſurely die, f was all the Mercy diſcovered in the 
Law. And this is {till the Voice of the Law, to all that are 
under it; Curſed is every one that continueth not in all Things 
written in the Law to do them, 4 And therefore all that are un- 
der the Law, are under the Curſe.---- It is the Goſpel on, 
1 which reveals Forgiveneſs in God. In this it is, that God 
pProclaims himſelf merciful and gracious, forgiving Iniguity, Tranſ- 
Lreſſon, and Sin; all Manner, and all Degrees of Sin, heartily 
repented of. This full Remiſſion of Sin flows from the, 
free Grace of God in Chrift. For, tho Repentance is a ne- 
ceffary Requiſite to the receiving Pardon, yet it is no Way me 
ritorious of it. God doth not forgive Men their Sins for 
their Sales, becauſe they repent, but he doth it for his own 
Name's-ſake. \ It proceeds from his ſovereign Grace ; and he 
is gracious to them, becauſe he will be gracious. It is becauſe he 
is a God gracious and merciful, that he forgives Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin. Alt is true, divine F orgiveneſs i is ex, 
ereiſed 


Bas ü. 15. „ Rowi, i. 32. 1e n. 7 Gen. 5. 17. 
+ Gal. W, 10. + Ja; xliii. 3 | | | f 
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erdiſed towards Men in Conſideration of the Obedience and 
Sufferings of Cunts, becauſe by them he made Expiation 
for Sin, and opened a Way for the pardoning Mercy of God 
to exert itſelf, conſiſtentiy with the Threatning of the Law, 
the Honour of Juſtice: bat this doth net in the leaſt 5 
from the Grace of God in the Forgiveneſs of Sin; decaufe | 
was purely the Grace of God, which provided and accey 


this Propitiation for Sin: therefore the Goſpel, which dec ares 


God's Forgiveneſs, equally declares the Freeneſs, a 
of his Grace, in the Exerciſe of it: and that & 


to the good Pleaſure of his Will, which be puarpofed in himfolf, thae 


in Chrift we have Redemption thre his Blood, the Forgrveneſs of 


Sins, according to the Riches of his ens — to the "ee N the 
Glory of his Grace, 9 


And becauſe Forgiveneſs of Sin wt no more "R its then 


Freedom from the Curſe and Vengeance, which the Law 


threatned in Caſe of Tranſgreſſion, and ſo for that Reaſon 
cannot entitle us to the Reward and Happineſs, which the Law 


promiſed upon Condition of perfect Obedience to it, the Goſ- 
pel acquaints us with the Way, wherein God can & doth juffify 
the UDngodly. It ſpeaks frequently of the Juſtification of Be- 
vers, which neceſſarily implies i in it their being fome Way 
intereſted in a Righteouſneſs, which perfectly anſwers the moſt 
rigid Demands of the Law : by Virtue of which Righteouſ- 
neſs they have a juſt Title and Claim to the Bleſſing promiſed 
in the Law, as by Virtue of their Forgiveneſs they were freed 
from the Penalty threatned in the Law. This Righteouſneſs, 
which is both the material and the meritorious Caule of their 
Juſtification, is not a Righteouſneſs of their tun; of their own 
working out, or procuring ; but is the Righteouſneſs of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their Surety, applied and imputed to them 


by God, and thro' Faith relied upon and received by them. 
On the Account of this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſo made 
theirs, they become righteous before God, and are deemed ſuch 
by Him. For, as by one Mars Diſebedience they were made Sinners, 
and. thus Judgment came upon them to Condemnation : . fo by the 


Obedience 
2 Eph. i 18 14 Rom. iv. 5. 
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1 Obedience of One they are made Righteous ; j and * the free 76 if 


comes upon them to the Juſtification of Life: t 


ing the ſupreme Lord, Lawgiver, and Judge: and it is an 


Righteouſneſs, any Virtues or moral Actions of Men; for their 
beſt Works are imperfect, and their beſt Righteouſneſſes are, 
in themſelves, of no Worth in God's Account: to be ſure, 
they are not a ſufficient Ground for God's pronouneing them 


righteous, and accepting and rewarding them as righteous, in 


the Senſe of the Law ; becauſe the Judgment of God is according 
to Truth, | which yet it could not be, if he ſhould declare 


them righteous, according to the Tenor and Strictneſs of 


the Law, when they had not a Righteouſneſs every Way anſ- 


wering the Demands of the Law. So that we conclude that by 


the Deeds of the Law no Man can, and therefore no Man ſhall 
be juſtified in God's Sight. Believers indeed are juſtified in 
Virtue of the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS TH, that Righteouſneſs 
which by his perfect Obedience to the Law, wherein he ful- 
filled all the Righteouſneſs of the Law, he wro't out and bro't, 
in for his People. This is the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
| Faith of Jeſus Chrift, unto all and upon all them that believe; 
and for the Sake of which God declares his Righteouſneſs, in being 
theFuſtifier of them which believe inFeſus.+ But tho! it is in Con- 
ſideration of the Mediatorial Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, applied 
and reckoned to Believers, that God juſtifies them,yet this no 
Ways in the leaſt derogates from the free Grace of God in do- 
ing it: and therefore the Goſpel conjoins God's Grace and 
Chriſts Merits in the Juſtification of Sinners, as being entirely 
accordant therein; telling us, that we are Jufified freely by 
Ged's Grace, tho it be thro the Amn, that is in Je yo 
Chr: N. Go 


I might go on, and ſhew in the next Place, A 
5. That the Goſpel reveals the Grace of God in the San&ification 
of the choſen, called, and juſtified.----As alſo, 


6. tn 
| TRom v.18, ts. [Rom, li,2, ami 20. } ibid. ver. 42,26 IVer.25. 


% ... Juſtification | is the An of GOD, and peculiar to nim, as s bo- 


AFR of his Grace, He is not induced thereto by any Works of 
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3. 


contrary. And it is more than probable, that it would, if it 


in a State of Integrity was loſt, how much more likely is it 
to be ſo in Man, now in a State of Imperfection and Infirmity, 


Meaſure ; yet he ſhall not fo fin as to fail of theGrace of God, or 


Vill never revoke what he hath done for them, what he hath 


and /anfified, they ſhall infallibly be glorified. God, who has 


- 5 6 A, I 
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6. In reſpelt of the of Conditions upon which Salvation is to be —_— 
obtained ; and as engaging to work my mp in ys) ns to "2 
enable them to fulfil the ſame. _ - AA 
But for Brevity I omit theſe, and paſs to "Wa dis Erol j 

7. The Goſpel reveals the Grace of God as ta the final Perſeves 


rance of the choſen, called, juſtified, and ſanftified People of 5 
The new Principle, infuſed into the Soul in Regeneration, i 
doubtleſs capable of being loſt, conſidered in it ſelf. Aa 1 
loſt the entire holy Rectitude impreſs d upon his Soul, in his 1 1 
original Creation, being left to himſelf. So the rene Image 3 
of God in the Soul may be loſt,for any Thing im it ſelf to the 


were left alone to it ſelf, without any further Communications 
from the Spirit of Grace ; for if the Image of God in Man 


having many Corruptions in his Heart, beſet with many 
Temptations from the World; and beſides, affaulted by a 1 
ſubtle and malicious Devil, doing his utmoſt to deſtroy it? --- 
But tho' a godly Man, conſidered in himſelf, is liable to fall 

off from Faith and Holineſs, the Goſpel informs and aſſures 

us, that ſuch an one ball not but ſhall perſevere, being kept 

by thePower of God thro Faith unto Salvation. Thro“ the Power 

of indwelling Luſt, and the Violence of outward Temptati- 

ons, he may fall into Tranſgreſſion, and thereby may grieve 

and provoke the Spirit of God to withdraw from him in ſome 


to be entirely forſaken of the Spirit: but he ſhall be renewed 
to Repentance ; and have his Soul reftored, his Baciſſidings heuled. 
We ſee this exemplified in David and Peter, and many others. 


| The ſpiritual Gifts of Ged to his People are without Neben- 
une : + i. e. God does not repent of his Gifts to them ; he 


beftowed upon them, what he hath wro't in them, or What 
he hath promiſed te them; but being predyſtinated, called: juſti fed, 


begun a good Il or in them, will preſerve and carry it on, and 
-C pee 
1 Pet. i. 5. + Rom. xi. 29. T Chap. viti, 30. 
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perfect it to the Day of Cbriſi. t They are ſeal:d to the Day of 
Redemption ; + and the Foundation: of God:flandeth ſure, having this 


Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 4 In order to ſecure 


L their Perſeverance to the End, the Spirit of Chriſt, the Spirit 


of Holineſs, is given to them, to dwell in them, and be in them 
a Will of Water, ſpringing up unto everlaſting Life. It is his 
Office-Work, to maintain and promote the Life of Grace in 


their Souls, to enable them to murtify the Deeds of the Body, * 


and to defend them againſt all the Powers of Darkneſs: and 
becauſe greater, wiſer and ſtronger, is he that is in them, than he 

that is in the Mold, they ſhall not be overcome, but ſhall over- 
come the World, and the ged of it.----Our LordFeſus gives unto is 
Sheep eternal Lie; and aſſures us, that ſuch ſhall never periſh, 


and none ſhall pluck them out of his Hand: and to give us the 


fulleſt poſſibleAfſurance of their Preſervation, he tells us, more- 
over, that hit Father which gave them him, is greater than alle and 
none ſhall pluck them out of his Fathers Hand. 4 So that if the om- 
nipotentHand of GOD is able to keep them ſafe to eternal Life, 


they ſhall be ſo kept; and that is engaged ſo to keep them, if 
we may take Chriſt's Word for it. -Chriſt prays for them, that 


their Faith fail not; and God heareth him always; ; and be- 


cauſe he ever liveth to make erage for them, be 1 is able to, and 


will Aue them to the ring * 


Thuz plainly and fully! is the Saints Perſeverance in Holi- | 
neſs to the End, aſſerted & promiſed in the Goſpel. Which, 
by the Way, ſhews the Profanity of thoſe, who being Ene- 
mies to it, brand it as a Doctrine of Ungadlrnefs and Licenct- 


ouſneſs ; when the very End and Tendency of it is to keep Men 


herefrom. For, whoſoever i is born of God, doth not commit Sin; 
for his Seed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin ; i. e. with Deli- 


beration, and Delight, with Conſtancy and Wilfulneſs; be- 
cauſe he is born of God. - -Now this argues the Grace of God, 
his Love and Good-will, his Care and Kindneſs to his Peo- 
le, that he engages for their final Perſeverance inHolineſs ; and 
rhat however prone they may be, upon the Account of remaining 
e and Satan's Temptations, to fall off 9 


all 
4 Phil i. 6. + Eph. v. 30. þ 2 Tim. ii. 19. Rom. vii. - 
Ii Joh.44. Joh. 10.28, 29. 7 Heb. vii. 25. J 1 Joh. ili. 9. 
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finally from the Ways of Holineſs, yet he will preſerve them 


by bis almighty Spirit; and put bis Fear into their Hearts, that | 
they ſhall not ſo depart from him. 4 Their Perſeverance is not. 
owing to any Thing in themſelves, to any innate Principle, 
of Goodneſs, or to any Power or any Merit of their own, but 


intirely to the free Grace, and ſovereign good Pleaſure * 1 

| God in Chriſt... - | F 3 

| I might add another Particular, wherein the Goſpel reve . J 

| the Grace of God, namely, in the compleat, and everlaſting b 

| vation of his People. . But I muſt omit ĩt—-— I 

' | Thus, in theſe few Particulars, we fee that the Goſpel re- 2 

; | veals the Grace, yea, the manifold Grace of God, to the Chil- (1 
dren of Men; and for this Reaſon, is very fitly and juſtly A 

i called the Goſpel of the Grace of God. --- Nor is it only a Revela- 1 
5 tion of the Grace of God the Father, but it is alſo of God our 1 
3 Saviour; as it ſhews us his gracious Readineſs and Willing; 7 
h neſs to undertake the Redemption of God's Choſen ; and ex- J 
Rp hibits the Purchaſe he has made of all the ſpiritual Bleflings. 4 
i in the New Covenant, and that it is in the Virtue of his Me- d 
a diation and Interceſſion, that they are at laſt eternally ſaved.--- 1 
; The Goſpel may be called in another Senſe,and with Proprie- | 7 

2 ty, the Goſpel of the Grace of God, as it is the great Inſiru- 5 

A ment, which God in his ſovereign Wiſdom and Pleaſure is 9 
I pleaſed to make uſe of, in his enlightning & renewing Work, 4 
i conveying Grace into the Hearts of Men. This is the Truth, A 
1 by which God ſanctiſes them: begins & carries on the Work 5 
"x of Grace in their Souls: by this he quickens them to walk in E 
a | Righteouſneſs and Holineſs before him; and by this he builds —_— 
them #þ, in Holineſs and Comfort thro Faith unto Salvation bs ig? 
E | But I proceed to the next general Head. a - | | Þ 
„ © PROP. II. Thatit is the ſpecial and greatDuty if Chriih Mini % 
2 ſters, to preach E teſtify the Grace of Godyrevealed in the Goſpel - % 
> Here I ſhall take it for granted, that the Miniſters of the * 
g Goſpel have received their Miniſtry from the Lord Ixsus, and 
d | W are his Miniſters. What 1 am to do 1 is, to 
ly C 2 _thew 
" x5 Jer Xxxii, * „Context ver. 32. n 
9. 
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| mer it to be their Duty, to #ftify the Goſpel of the Grace of 
} God, i. e. to preach the Doctrine of Grace. do not mean, 
that it is their Duty to preach no Doctrine beſides this. For 
* Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, and has appeared to all 
Men, (i. e. the Goſpel-Revelation) teaches us, that denying Un- 
Th and worldly Lufts, we fhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
dly in this preſent World, * The Goſpel ſheweth Men their 
7. as well as God's Grace ; commands them to be holy in all 
Mannen of Converſation ; directs them how they may be ſo; 
giv them the greateſt Encouragement to be fo ; and lays 
the N under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to be ſo; and therefore 
Miniſters ſhould call upon them to be ſo, even to cleanſe 
themſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleth and Spirit, and to per- 
fect Holineſs in the Fear of God, Moreover, the Wrath of 
Ged is, in the Goſpel as well as Law, revealed from Heaven a- 
gain all Ungedlineſs and Unri righteouſneſs of Men; and therefore 
it is Miniſters Duty to ſhew unto Men their Tranſgreſſiuns, the 
infinitely odious and deſtructive Nature and Tendency of Sin; 
to convince them of their Miſery becauſe of Sin, and to warn 
them of the infinite Danger they are in by Reaſon of Sin, as 
lying under the Curſe of the Law, and being obnoxious to the 
Vengeance of a great, and juſt, and terrible God. But then, 
they thould ha preach, even upon theſe Subjects, as to make 
them ſabfervient to their more pathetick te/tifying the Grace of 
God : They ſhould uſe the Law as not abuſing it; and there- 
fore ule it as a Schoo-mo/ter to lead Men to Chrift, 


It is by the Gel of the Grate of God, that God a and 
inwites, and encourages Men to ſeek his pardoning, renewing, 
fving Mercy, in and thro' Chriſt: and therefore Miniſters 

ſhould preach it. This is the great and declared End of their 
receiving the Miniſtry from the Lord Jeſus, and of his putting 
them into the Miniſtry, even that they ſhould %% the Goſpel 

of the Gracy of God; that they ſhould bear an open Teſtimony 
to it, explain and confirm it, ang recommend it to Men's 
Conſideration and Acceptance.----Their great and chief York 

is to preach Repentance and Remiffion of Sins in the Name of Chrift -. 

£0 publiſh to the Werte the 9 Ty dings of Salvation. To 

them 


* Tit. 112, 13. 


* 


Chrift reconciling the World unto himſelf ; and becauſe. God. has 


| this Grace in vain. 1 They are allowed of God to be put 1 


| Grace of God given to them; and as good Stewards of the 


1 3 3 FR | Th F wa | * 
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them Cod has gicen ti Miniſtry of |ReconciBation, that Cad is in 5 


committed to them the Mord of Reconciliation, i. e. the Goſpel of 
the Grace of God, they as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt," are to pray 
Men in Chriſi's Staad ta be reconciled unto Gd, and not to veceit 


Truſt with the Goſpel, and thereby have a Diſpenſation f 


fold Grace of God, they ought to be faithful, and to 


Word of God. Since this is the expreſs End rm 25 


ſtry, they ſhould make it the main Scope of their Mini*,'to 


teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God, "as they would approve 
themſelves good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and able Miniſters of 
the New Teflament. This being the End Chriſt deſigned, in 
making them his Miniſters, is ſufficient to prove it their Diay ; 
for, I ſuppoſe, the revealed Will of Chriſt and his declared 
End, will be allowed by all to be binding to their Conſcien- 


ces. As even Chrift came not to do his own Will, but the Will of 


him that ſent him; ſo his Miniſters being ſent by him, ought 


not to do their own Will, and pleaſe their own Humours,and 


preach their own W but ought to 0 his Yi and 


preach his Goſpel. 


And there are weighty Reaſons, why the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhould comply with this known End of their d 5 
ing the Grace of 60D. As, ©? : 


I. Becauſe naturally Men are d of the Grace f Gud, and 
have no Knowledge at all of it. Whatever natural Nations 
they might have of the Goodneſs of God, while living in Obe- 


dience to his Will, they have none at all, in Caſe of Diſobe- 


dience. In ſuch a Caſe are awakened their natural Notions 
of his Power, Holineſs, Juſtice and Vengeance, which greatly 
terrify them, and ſwallow up all their Notions of his Good- 


_ neſs, Natural Conſcience knows nothing of pardning Mercy 


in God, and can ſpeak nothing of it to a guilty Wretch : but 


it rather repreſents God to him as a a devouring Fire, and rver- 


laſting 
0 | 2 Cor. v. 18,20; + Chap. vi. 1. 


( 
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Alling Burnings,---- Notwithſtandirig the Revelation of. God's 

Grace and Mercy thro' Jeſus Chriſt, it is one of the moſt 
difficult Things in the World, for Men to be perſwaded of 
its and to hope in it, when they are under ſtrong Convictions 
"of Sin, and of threatned and deſerved Wrath. They are 
dy now to ſay, Lord, I know thee, that thou art an hard Maſter ; 


md I fear thee, becauſe thiu art Auſtere, *. . Conſcience of Guilt 


s Men entertain unworthy Thoughts of God, as if there 
{ni Mercy i in him, but he was a cruel, implacable, re- 

8 For this Reaſon, Miniſters ſhould preach 

the 2 of the Grace of God, that Men may be acquainted 


with it, 1 may form Are worthy Conceptions of him. 


2. rs Ae Mem are diſaffected to the Grace of Gad, . 


For, when by the Revelation of God's Word, and the preach- 


ing of the Goſpel, they are informed of it, they are ſo far from 
thankfully embracing, that really they are diſpleaſed at it: 
It grates hard upon their proud Hearts, that they ſhould be 


_ wholly obliged to the free, ſovereign Grace of God for their Sal- 


vation. By Nature Men are ſtrongly attached to the Law, the 


old Covenant of Works,& would obtain Salvation in thatWay, 
at leaſt would fain do ſomething towards it. They ſtick at na 


| Pains, nor Coſt, ſo they may as it were purchaſe the divine 


Fayour, and make themſelves acceptable to God, They would 
offer Thouſands of Rams, and ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil, fo the 
Lord would be pleaſed with them for it; and notwithſtanding 
their ſtrong and endeared Affections to their Children, they 


would give their Fir/t-born for their Tranſg? Nen, and the Fruit of 


their Bodies for the Sin of their Souls, \| if thereby they might 


make an Atonement for their Sins, and merit the divine For- 


giveneſs : and all this they would do, rather than be behol- 
den to the Grace of God, in the Goſpel-Way, giving them | 
Pardon, and Righteouſneſs, and Strength, and eternal Life. | 


And this their natural Diſaffecion to the Grace of God is 
encouraged and ſtrengthened by n who cry 21 the Power of 


free 
Mat. xv. 24. Lak, xix, 31, C Mic. yi. = 


— 
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Prat I, whereby we can do ſomething our ſelves, and by «there \, 
who cry up the Merit of what we do. And therefore the Miniſters 

cf Chriſt ſhould be much in preaching . the Goſpel of the Graze 'þ 
7 God, in Order to remove this their wicked and ateful 

Diſaffection to it, and to bring them off from their Attacks 
ment to the old Covenant of Works, and to perſwade them t. 
ſubmit themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of God. \ i 


3. Becauſe without the Grace of God Men cannot. « (an 
The Goſpel aſſures us, in the plaineſt and moſt peremptory 
Manner, 1 that by the Works of the Law no Fleſh ſhall be juſtified 
before God, and therefore not ſaved by them. And it tells 
us, in as plain and peremptory Terms, * that we are ſaved 7 7 
Grace : and this is the conſtant Declaration of the Goſpel. It 
is the Grace of God only, in Jeſus Chriſt, which beſtows Sal- 
vation upon us. God has ſaved us, not according to our Works, but 
pe according to his own Purpoſe and Grace. | Not by Warks of Righte- 
I ours, which we have dine, but according to his Mercy he ſaved 
| 15. T And therefore, ſince Salvation is the Vouchſafement 


' of God's Grace alone, Miniſters ſhould preach and teſti ify this 
/e of the Grace of Ged, that fo Men may know where to 
look for Salvation, and upon what to depend in order to oh- 
tain it. For otherwiſe they will be prone to ſcel it, not y 


1 Faith, but as it were by the Mots of the Law, and fo will not at- 
f tain to it. F As Miniſters ſhould ſeek the Salvation of Men, 
8 they ſhould from the Goſpel direct them in the right Way to 
/ it, It's their very Buſineſs, to ſhew Men the Way of Salvation. 
5 Thus much may ſerve for the Do&tinal Handling of - the 
A Subject. Now by Way of e a few Words muſt 
7 ſuffice, 
& What has been diſcourſed . the Doctrine affords a 
um Direction to a People,, when deſtitute of a Miniſter z « 
„ uud becauſe this is -your Caſe, Honoured and Beloved, of this © 
f Church and Congregation, it affords a Word of Direction to 5 1 
„I in particular, what Sort of Miniſter you Jhould ſeek and chuſe to i 
be over you in the Lord. I ſay, what Sort of Miniſter,-- for, os 
ere 


2 Gal. 41.16, . üs. JzTim.i.g, + Tit, i. 5. 5 Rom.ix 91,32. 


2 Golpel:Grace io be gi 


/ there are more Sorts of them than one. As long ago as the 

/ Days of the Apoſtles, there were ſome, who preached another 

1 Goſpel, t a Goſpel, if it might be ſo called, not only different 
from, but contrary to the Goſpel of the Grace of God: a Golpel, 
| < ue the Grace of God, and rendred the Death of Chrift 

pain, *--- And fuch Preachers there have been! in al Ages of 

1 e Church to this Day. 


A preſent, you are as Sheep having no Stiinhierd: You are 
ſenſible of it, and I hope, ſuitably affected with it; for the 
Cauſe & Manner of your becoming ſo, is ſomewhat fmgular,and 
calls for cloſe Reflection. You are this Day ſeeking to God 
to give you a Paſtor ; not one after your own Heart, I truſt, but 
after Hit; who ſhall feed you with Knowledge and Under landing © 
and becauſe God has graciouſly promiſed | to beſtow ſuch 
| Paſtors upon his Church, you are now taking a right Way 
to obtain ſuch an One. But, beſides praying for ſuch an one, 

you muſt uſe your beſt & moſt prudent Endeavours for that End. 

And if you would have ſuch an one, you muſt chuſe a Miniſter 

who will faithfully te/fify the Goſpel of the Grace of God : one, Who 
is not only a ſuppoſed, but a knownFriend to the Doctrine of Grace; 
| Known (I ſay) to be ſuch an one by his Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
Converſation, and Preaching.----It concerns you greatly to be 
very wary and well adviſed in your Choice of a Miniſter, that 
you be not impoſed upon; and to imitate the prudent and 
_ zealous Care of the Church of Epheſus, which tried them that 
ſaid they were Apoſiles, Miniſters ſent of rn but were — 
and found them Lyars. +. 


And the rather doth it behove you (my F riends) to be 5 
watchful and zealous, becauſe you have been ſuppoſed (and 
poſſibly not altogether without ſome Reaſon) by many ſerious 

and judicious Chriſtians, to haye fallen in ſore Points from the 

Goſpel of the Grace of God, or at leaſt to have been too indiffe- 

rent in yourRegards to them: that ſo by your future Conduct, 

you may regain their Chriſtian Charity, and rejoyce their 

Hearts, which have been trembling for the Ark of Ged, for the 

e 

+ Gal i. 6. . Ch. i, 24, 1 Jer, th, ig. f Rer. B. 2 


highly offenſive to the Lord Jtzvs CarisT ; and he ſaith}t 


91 the Chriſtan Miniſter. 


"i 


erroneous Doctrines are alloivedly preached in any Church, it 


Tach a Church, as he did to the Church in Pergamos, * I 
a few Things againſt thee, becauſe thou haft there them "that 
Deatrine of Balaam, and the Doctrine of the NlGlaitans, (falſe 


Docdrines) which I hate. Now, my Brethren, if this be really, 
as it has been ſuppoſedly, your Caſe, then your Duty, your 


Safety, and Intereſt, call you to remember from whence you are 
fallen, to be zealous and ripent, to recover your fir/? F Ain, and 
ſo your f Love, and to do your fer/t Works. | 


' You have band, chat it is the Duty of Chriſt's Miniſters to 


 Petify the Goſpel of the Grace God: then, by neceſſary Con- 


ſequence, it muſt be the Duty of a People, when deſtitute, to 


look out and make Choice of ſuch an One for their Miniſter, 
as will know and do his Duty in that Regard. .- Wherefore, 

| Honoured and Beloved, ſuffer the Mord of Exhortation ; and bo 

| Perfuaded to ſeek for and come into the — of OY an Ons 


to be your Paſtor, 


. Alas, Should you chuſe and eule among you a Miniſter 


of Anti-evangelical Principles; one that affects the Character and 
Manner of a polite & rational, in Contradiſtinction to a practical, 
feriptural Preacher; One, that will make but little Uſe of, and 
ſhew but ſmall Regard to, the unerring Oracles of God, while 


even in Oppoſition to them, he ſtifly adheres to the pretznd- * 
ed Oracles of Reaſon ; One, that will teach for Doctrines, not 


the Commandments of the Loxp, nor the Truth as it ts ia 

Jeſis, but the Commandments and Comments of Men ; One, 

chat! in a great Meaſure will be ſilent as to the ſovereign free 

Grate of God in the Salvation of Sinners, but perpetually ery- 

ing up the Liberty and Power of the Human Ii; One, that 

inſtead of leading Men to Cnnusr, as the Lord 11 Raglteouſ⸗ 
'D. 


0 


„Rev. ii. 14, 15. 
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intereſt of vital Chriſtianity among you. How far this choir 

Suppoſal may be founded in Truth and Fact, it nearly and 5 
Preatly concerns 90H to know : for tho! many may judge it a 


Matter of no great not dangerous Conſequence, to depart, in 
| ſome Things, from the Goſpel of the Grate of God, yet wh 


L 22 Goaſpel- Grace 10 bæ tei , 
fs {nh and manifeſting and magnifying the Grace of God in a 
Sinner's Juſtification, thro the imputed and accepted Righte- 
-., ouſneſs of the Saviour, will be for ever extolling the Dignity 
and Excellence of moral Virtue, and exhorting Men to it as 
hat only which can render them acceptable in God's Sight, 
and procure his Favour ; One, that will derogate from the 
(KatisfaFion Chriſt made to the Law and Juſtice of God, by his 
| Qbedience unto Death, and conſider him only or chiefly as an 
1 Example of Virtue ; One (in ſhort) that will lead you off from 
1 1 | the Scripture-Dogrine in thoſe grand Points of the Fall of Man, 
=—_” and his Recovery by the Mediator; or at leaſt will in his 
Miniſtry very much leave out thoſe moſt important Subjects, 
and ſeldom, mention them, but in cold and caſual Hints, 
unleſs it be in Way of Oppoſition to the commonly received 
Sentiments upon them : ----- Should you, I ſay, chuſe a 
Man of this Stamp and Character, (and doubtleſs fuch an 
ene may be found) you will be in the greateſt Danger of be- 
ing blinded by his Errors, and poiſoned with his Hereſies: for 
the Words of ſuch will eat as dith a Canter, and will be likely 
to overthraw the Faith of fome, 4 as well as to confirm others in 
their Errors, already imbibed. And ſhould you #nowinghy 
and of ſet Purpoſe chuſe ſuch an one, (which God forbid) you 
would have juſt Reaſon: to fear, leſt a jealous and provoked 
God,for the Contempt caſt upon the Goſpel of his Grace,ſhould 
ſend upon you ſtrong Deluſions, that you might believe Lies, 
and at length the Fate of the Blind leading the ap be your 
unhappy Fate. 


But on the contrary, ſhould you chuſe and ſettle among 
you a Miniſter of true Evangelical Principles; one, that will make 
it his Buſineſs & Delight to preach to you the Geſpel of the 

| Grace of God; one, that will endeavour to ſet before you in 

the cleareſt Light, and moſt affecting Manner, the Grace of 

| God i in Man's Salvation; in the 2 of it from firſt to laſt, 
and in all the ſeveral Steps of it ; one, that will lead you into 

a2 proper Improvement of this Poctrine of the Grace of God, ta 

engage you to fix your Dependance upon it, to be thankful | 

for it, to draw out your Love to God, and excite your Endea- 

vours after univerſal Holineſs, upon right Gopal ours &c, 
Such 
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4 2 Tim. 1. 17, 18. 
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b the Outs Miniſter, 


ward of the manifold Grace of God.---And beſides, that your 
Choice of ſuch an one will be probably the happy Means to 
reconcile thoſe Differences, that have for ſo long a Time fub- 
ſiſted among you, even upon the Account of your differing © 


Sentiments in the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and * unite you in 


Faith and Love & Worſhip ; beſides this, I ſay, you may hope, 


the gracious Preſence of ChRISsT will be with him, in all his 
 facred Miniſtrations, and the divine Bleſſing accompany them, 
to your ſpiritual Edification, and abundant Conſolation : that 
you ſhall be rooted and build up in Chriſt, and eſtabliſhed in 


the Faith, as you have been formerly taught, abounding therein 
with Thankſgiving.--- The Spirit of God is wont to bleſs and 
honour thoſe who are faithful Miniſters of theGoſþel of the Grace 


of God, with his convincing,converting,ſandtifying,comforting, | 


and ſtrengthening Influences: and if by Prayer, and ſuitable 


Endeavours, you obtain ſuch an One, and if you diligently and 
ſuitably attend upon his Miniſtry, you may hope, that God 
vill make him an Inſtrument of ſpiritual, ſaving Good to you, 
and to your Children after you. Bleſſed Paul was one that 


eminently te/tified the Goſpel of the Grace of God; he did this in 


all his Sermons and Epiſtles ; and doubtleſs in all his Converſa- 


tion : and who was ever more honoured of God, in doing 


Good to Souls, than he? And they who preach the Doctrine 


of the Grace of God, with like Fidelity, Diligence and Zeal, 
as he did, may humbly hope, and believingly pray, that they 
may in ſome Meaſure have like Succeſs, as he had. 


"Thus, Honoured and Beloved, having been invited by you 


to bear a Part in the religious Exerciſes of this Day, you will 
not take it amiſs, that I have ſo plainly pointed out your Duty 
in the great and weighty Affair before you. I have honeſtly 


| endeavoured, according to my Capacity, to ſpeak, what I ap- 
prehended, a Word in Seaſon; and, I truſt, have delivered no- 
thing but the Counſel of God to you. | 


Now, the God of all Grace, who hath called us to his eternal 


Glory by Chriſi Jeſus, make you perfect, flabliſh, flrengthen, ſettle you, 
To him be Clary and Dominion for ever and ever. 


AME N. 
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Buch an one will be a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſta good Se. | 
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